Supporting Resident Participation

iIn Municipal Elections

~NO._-
OARC



Land Acknowledgement

Together, let us now pause as we acknowledge the Indigenous Peoples of all the lands that
we are on today, from wherever we are virtually participating in today’s meeting. Let us take
a moment to acknowledge the importance of the land we each call home.

We do this to affirm our commitment and responsibility to improving relationships between
nations, and to improving our own understanding of local Indigenous Peoples and their
cultures.

We acknowledge the ancestral and unceded territory of all the Inuit, Métis, and First Nations
people who call this nation home.

Let us now join in a moment of reflection to acknowledge the harms and mistakes of the past
and to consider how each of us, in our own way, can move forward in a spirit of reconciliation
and collaboration.
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Meet the Panelists

La Vern Andrea Stephanie Sierra
Simkins Phoenix Ventura Roberti
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Webinar Housekeeping
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=== Chat Box |:|© Group Photo
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f'?oﬁ’ﬁ The chat feature is open - We'd love to take a group photo at

the end of the session. Feel free
to turn off camera/log off if you
would prefer not to be captured.

we ask that all questions and
comments be productive
and respectful.

Evaluation

®REC Recording

Today’s discussion will be After the webinar, a pop-up

recorded and shared with screen asking you to complete a

participants following the survey will appear. Your feedback
session via email. and suggestions are appreciated.




Our Time Together

* Why Voting Matters for Residents

* How to Prepare to Vote

* Planning for a Smooth Voting Experience
* Questions and Conversation
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How Municipal Elections Work in Ontario

m Municipal elections are held every 4 years in Ontario

NS Ontario sets the election rules, but each municipality runs its own election
- so voting procedures may vary from one municipality to another

}.‘:‘i The Municipal Clerk oversees the election in each community



2026 voters’ guide 2026 VOterS’ GU|de

Ontario municipal council and
school board elections

A Government of Ontario resource that
explains municipal and school board elections.

* Provides information on voting rights,
eligibility, accessibility, and voting options.

* Helps voters, families, and long-term care staff
understand election rules.

* Does not replace the Municipal Elections Act,
but summarizes the key rules in plain
language.

Ontario 'Y
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https://www.ontario.ca/files/2026-03/mmah-2026-voters-guide-en-2026-03-31.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2026-03/mmah-2026-voters-guide-en-2026-03-31.pdf

Important Dates

Municipal Elections will take place on
Monday, October26, 2026

The voters’ list will be prepared on
September 1, 2026.

To add, remove, or change listed
information on or after September 1, 2026,
contact your municipal clerk.

Check your municipality’s website to get in
touch with your municipal clerk.



https://www.ontario.ca/page/list-ontario-municipalities

Why Municipal Elections Matter

What services do you use that are provided
or influenced by your municipality?“

e Accessible transportation
e Sidewalks

 Snow removal

* Libraries

* Recreation programs
* Emergency services
e Age-friendly community planning
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Why Voting Matters

Residents Are Citizens

* Moving into a long-term care
home does not take away a
person's rights as a citizen

* Residents continue to have:
. The right to vote
. The right to participate in civic life
. The right to express opinions
. The right to make personal choices

Municipa e




Residents’ Bill of Rights

2 _1 The Fundamental Principle and the Residents’ Bill of Rights under the
Fixing Long-Term Care Act, 2021

Omeaio

Home: the fundamental principle

1 The fundamental prncipla %o be applied i tha interpratation of
thes Act and anything roquired or od under this Act = that
a long-term care home = primarly the home of &s resdants and
cwbccow:xndm!}-ans:;ixawfw:!}vz;:yhuwﬂh
dignity and in seaurtty, safoty and comfort and ther
psychologeal, socal, spritual and cultural noads sdaquatady met.

Residents’ Bill of Rights
3 &) Every liconsae of 3 long-term care homa shall ersure that the
followng night= of residants are fully respected and promoted

RIGHT TO BE TREATED WITH RESPECT

Every resident has the right 1 be traated with cous

and respoct and ina wary thet fully recognizes the resident’s
inherant ty. worth and ndnaduality, » of thar mca
ancesiry, of origin. colows, ethric ongin, ckizershp, creed,
sax, el onantation, gendar sdontity gendor aaprossion age,
mavital status, farniy statuz or disabilty

E resident has the 10 have thor ifestylo and choicas
respaciod -

N

3 Every resident has the nght o have ther particpation n
daczon. making respectod

RIGHT TO FREEDOM FROM ABUSE AND NEGLECT

4 Every residont has the night % fraadom from abusa

% Eweryresidont has the rght %o fraadom from neglect by the
licensoa and staff

RIGHT TO AN OPTIMAL QUALITY OF LIFE
& Every resident has the nght % communicate in corfidence.
recone wators of thor chowe and corsult in prvate with any
parson without intorforenca
Every residant has the right %o form friondsheps and
rmwbmmmmuadhnw tarm care

a has the 1o share a room with another
;Zrlacrmtolhrzr‘nunlmm ¥ sppropoate
accommodation i avaslable

& Ewvery residont has the nght %o meet privasaty with ther spouse
or another porson in 3 room that assures privecy

1 Every residant has the nght to pursue socal, cutural, religious.
spriunl and other ntorests, 1o davelap ther potential and to
be given raaxsonabla assistancs by the bcensoo to pursue
thaszo intorasts and to develop thair potontal.

1t Ewvery resident has the right 10 live n 3 safo and cean
ernirorment.

12 Evary residont has the right to be grven access to protected
outdoor arsas in ordar 1o erjoy outdoor activity unless the
phy=cal setting rmakes this impossible

11 Evary residont has the rigiht (o kecp and display personal

possassions. pictures and fumisfings in thor room subjoct o

safaty requararmants and tha nights of other residants.

Evary residont has the night to manage thar own financal

afars unless the residere. bxcks the logal capacity 1o do so.

15 Every residont has the right (o axorcise the nghts of a dtizen

=

RIGHT TO QUALITY CARE AND SELF-DETERMINATION
e Emmhh@lopmmmm bon, nutrion,
care and sorvices consssont with neods.
17 Evary residant has the right 10 bo told both who & resporsible
for and wha is providing the resident’s droct cxre.
- Ewryrudnm'-shr#llobadm pacy n troastrmant
and in carng for thor persoral noads
1 Every rosidont has the right to
i parsapate fully in the developmernt, implamertation. roview
and ravision of ther pbn of cre

. giva or refuse consent to any trestment, cure or sorvices for
Mmarccwt-,rwadbgnwandlobanbwadd
the corsaquences of gring of refusing consent.

" punmln‘@,nm‘rqwmwcwmngm,upoc

e ncluding any deczion concarming thar admezion,

m:?wgautrmvmcr‘mma Iglamcmhormard
to obitain an independant opirion with regard 1o any of thosa
matters, and

n have thor personal health infoemation within tha meanng of
the Fersonal Hacith iInformation Profoction Act, 2004 kopt
confidential in accordanca with that Act, and 1o have access
1o thor rocords of henith nformation. including thor
plan of care. n accordance with that Act.

Kiwymmimamtomnggmcz‘as from thor
caregvers o support physical, mental, social and emotiornl
wallbeing and thor quality of life and to assistanca in contacting a
caregvar or athor parson to support thar noads.

7 Every residont has the right 1o have ary frand, family membeat
caregver or ather parson of mmpaortance Lo the resdent attend
any meating with the licansoa or the =taff of the home

22 Every residont has the right (o desigrate a parson o recone
ricrmation concarming ary transfor or any haspialization of
tha residert and to have that parson receive that nformation
snmadiataly

nsmnﬂmmm@lorﬂmdmmdwamm

wo based ona care phicsophy to manmee
rdapomwﬂwgmmmaﬂpumha

24 Evary residont has the right not to be restraned. excapt in the
Irnitod crcurstances provided for under this Act and subject io
the requirements prowded for under thes Act.

24 Evory residont has the right to bo prowdod with care and
soraces basad on a palintve care philosophy

2= Every residont who is dying or who is very ill has the right to
have famiy and frends presert 24 hours per day

RIGHT TO BE INFORMED, PARTICIPATE, AND MAKE A
COMPLAINT

21 Every residont has the right to bo informed in writing of any
L. rule or polcy affecting sorvices providad to the resdont
and of the procedures for intaiting complaints
28 Every residont has the right to participala in the Resdorts’
Council
23 Evary resident has the nght 1o raise concoms or recommend
changes in policies and sorvces on bohalf of thomsalf o othars
1o the following porsors and on without interforance
and without foar of coarcion, decrmnation or reprisal, whother
drectod at the resdent or aryone obie
i. the Residents Councl
il the Farnily Counci
it. the lcersee, and, if the boensoe is a copomtion. the
diractors and oficers of the corporation and, nthecaso of 3
homa approved undor Part X a member of the commitice of
management for tha hame under saction 135 or of the board
of maragamert for the hame under saction 128 or 122

iv staff members.

v. govermment oficals

wi.any othar person nsda o cutside the long-torm care home

Further guide to interpretation
vamwrwmqhgaminydhbmmlwcdc the
nmbnr!ﬂ?p':wd‘oaslom objective that
a residort’s nghts st aut in subsaction (1) are respecied:
1 This Act and the reguiations.
2. Any agreament enteead mito botwoon 3 licerses and tha Crown
ot an agent of the Crown.
3 Any agreament anterad nto batwoen a bicerses and a resdare
or the rasidorts substituts docision- makat

Ent. t by the resid
(3) A remdart may anforcs the Residonts’ 8ill of Rights agarss the
licensoe 2 though the resdant and the licensoe had enterad into
a contract under which the licensae had agreed to fully respoct

arvd pramota all of the rights sot aut n the Resdants’ Bill of faghts

Regulations

(0 Tha Lisutonant Govemor n Councl may make reguiations
goverming how nghes sot out in the Resdonts’ Bl of Rights dhall
be respectad and promated by the icersoo
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15. Citizens’ rights

“Every resident has the right to exercise the rights of a
citizen.”

In other words: When you move into a long-term care
home, you keep all of the rights you have as a citizen.



Accessibility in Municipal Elections

M

Accessibility helps ensure residents can vote
with dignity, independence, and confidence.

Municipalities must make voting accessible for
people with disabilities.

Municipal Clerks must identify and remove
barriers to voting.




Voting Rights and
Cognitive Impairment

* Ontario municipal elections do not require
a cognitive or capacity test for voters.

* Having dementia or another cognitive
impairment does not automatically remove
the right to vote.

* Eligible voters may receive assistance and
accommodations when voting.

* Residents should be supported to
participate in the democratic process
whenever possible.

Municipal Elections




Voting by Proxy

A voting proxy is someone appointed to vote
on behalf of another voter.

The voter must complete and sign a proxy
form and have it certified by the Municipal
Clerk.

A Power of Attorney (POA) cannot
automatically vote for a resident.

The proxy must be an eligible voter and vote
according to the resident's wishes.

LTC staff may be appointed as a proxy but
homes should carefully consider conflict-of-
interest and undue-influence concerns.

Appointment for Voting Proxy — Form 3
Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (Section 44)

1 Ministry of Municipal Affairs
onta rlo @ and Housing

Instructions

Complete two copies of this form and sign each copy.

Person Appointing a Proxy

1. You must be eligible to vote in the municipality.
2. The person you are appointing must be eligible to vote in the municipality.
3. You must know the person who you are appointing and be able to fill in their information.

To complete the form:

1. Provide your information in Box A.

2. Provide the information of the person you are appointing in Box B.

3. Sign and date the form in Box C.

Note: You must fill in the information of the person you are appointing before signing the form in Box C.

After completing two copies of the form, give them to the person who you are appointing as your proxy.

This form is a public record and the copy on file with the clerk may be inspected by any person.

Person Being Appointed

1. You must be eligible to vote in the municipality.

2. You may be appointed as the proxy of ane or more family members (parent, grandparent, child, grandchild,
sibling or spouse) or as the proxy of one person who is not a family member.

To certify the appointment:

Once the person appointing you has given you two copies of the completed form, take them to the municipal clerk
[nr a nerson desionated by the municinal clerk)

Municipal Elections



https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/017-9502p
https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/017-9502p
file:///C:/Users/Stephanie%20Ventura/Downloads/9502p_e.pdf

Voting in Long-term Care Homes

* Ontario municipalities are required to provide voting opportunities in
certain long-term care homes.

* Municipalities may also offer options such as mail-in voting or internet
voting depending on local practices.

The exact voting process will vary by municipality.




* Voters must provide proof of identity
and residence.

* LTC residents may use:

— Home-issued documents

— Resident charts/records

ldentification — Wristbands
Req u | rements — A resident list provided by the LTC home

Contact the Municipal Clerk if there are
questions about acceptable identification

Municipal Elections



Creating a Successful Voting Day

A smooth voting day includes:

e Good communication with the municipality
e Early planning

e Accessibility supports

e Staff awareness

e Respect for resident choice

A non-partisan environment




For Residents

 Know when voting will occur
* Ask questions early

e Consider what issues matter most
to you

 Request accommodations if
needed

e Learn about the candidates in
your area

Municipal Elections




For Team Members

Do:
* Help residents access information

e Plan and assist with logistics (portering,
signage, reminders...)

e [nvolve families, friends and volunteers

e Respect privacy and choice

Avoid:
* Telling residents who to vote for

* Influencing voting decisions

* Marking ballots for residents unless
permitted under local election
procedures

Municipal Elections
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Key Takeaways

Residents of long-term care homes have the same democratic right to vote as other eligible
citizens.

A diagnosis of dementia does not automatically prevent someone from voting.
Municipal elections affect issues that matter to residents.

Prepare early by checking local voting arrangements.

Every municipality may conduct the election differently. Contact your municipal clerk for local
information and guidance.



Ontario

Association -
of Residents” o ta o
Councils n r I

4261 Highway 7 East, Suite #A14-360 FOLLOW US ON SOCIALS

Markham, ON L3R 9W6 0 @OARCnews

905-731-3710
X @ OARCnhews

800-532-0201 m Ontario Association of

Residents’ Councils (OARC)
905-731-1755

(EVRONR

@ Ontario Association of
Residents’ Councils

@ WWWwW.ontarc.com

info@ontarc.com
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