
Supporting Resident Participation 

in Municipal Elections



Land Acknowledgement

Municipal Elections

Together, let us now pause as we acknowledge the Indigenous Peoples of all the lands that 

we are on today, from wherever we are virtually participating in today’s meeting. Let us take 

a moment to acknowledge the importance of the land we each call home.

We do this to affirm our commitment and responsibility to improving relationships between 

nations, and to improving our own understanding of local Indigenous Peoples and their 

cultures.

We acknowledge the ancestral and unceded territory of all the Inuit, Métis, and First Nations 

people who call this nation home.

Let us now join in a moment of reflection to acknowledge the harms and mistakes of the past 

and to consider how each of us, in our own way, can move forward in a spirit of reconciliation 

and collaboration.
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Webinar Housekeeping

Group PhotoChat Box

Recording Evaluation

The chat feature is open -  
we ask that all questions and 

comments be productive  
and respectful.

We’d love to take a group photo at 
the end of the session. Feel free 
to turn off camera/log off if you 
would prefer not to be captured.  

Today’s discussion will be 
recorded and shared with 
participants following the 

session via email.

After the webinar, a pop-up 
screen asking you to complete a 

survey will appear.  Your feedback 
and suggestions are appreciated.
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Our Time Together

Municipal Elections 

• Why Voting Matters for Residents 

• How to Prepare to Vote

• Planning for a Smooth Voting Experience

• Questions and Conversation



How Municipal Elections Work in Ontario

Municipal elections are held every 4 years in Ontario

Ontario sets the election rules, but each municipality runs its own election 
so voting procedures may vary from one municipality to another

The Municipal Clerk oversees the election in each community
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2026 Voters’ Guide

Municipal Elections

• A Government of Ontario resource that 
explains municipal and school board elections.

• Provides information on voting rights, 
eligibility, accessibility, and voting options.

• Helps voters, families, and long-term care staff 
understand election rules.

• Does not replace the Municipal Elections Act, 
but summarizes the key rules in plain 
language.

https://www.ontario.ca/files/2026-03/mmah-2026-voters-guide-en-2026-03-31.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2026-03/mmah-2026-voters-guide-en-2026-03-31.pdf


Important Dates

• Municipal Elections will take place on 
Monday, October26, 2026

• The voters’ list will be prepared on 
September 1, 2026. 

• To add, remove, or change listed 
information on or after September 1, 2026, 
contact your municipal clerk. 

• Check your municipality’s website to get in 
touch with your municipal clerk.
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https://www.ontario.ca/page/list-ontario-municipalities


Why Municipal Elections Matter

What services do you use that are provided 
or influenced by your municipality?“

• Accessible transportation

• Sidewalks

• Snow removal

• Libraries

• Recreation programs

• Emergency services

• Age-friendly community planning
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Why Voting Matters

Residents Are Citizens

• Moving into a long-term care 
home does not take away a 
person's rights as a citizen

• Residents continue to have:

• The right to vote

• The right to participate in civic life

• The right to express opinions

• The right to make personal choices
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Residents’ Bill of Rights
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Accessibility in Municipal Elections

• Accessibility helps ensure residents can vote 
with dignity, independence, and confidence.

• Municipalities must make voting accessible for 
people with disabilities.

• Municipal Clerks must identify and remove 
barriers to voting.



Voting Rights and 
Cognitive Impairment

• Ontario municipal elections do not require 
a cognitive or capacity test for voters.

• Having dementia or another cognitive 
impairment does not automatically remove 
the right to vote.

• Eligible voters may receive assistance and 
accommodations when voting.

• Residents should be supported to 
participate in the democratic process 
whenever possible.
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Voting by Proxy

Municipal Elections

• A voting proxy is someone appointed to vote 
on behalf of another voter.

• The voter must complete and sign a proxy 
form and have it certified by the Municipal 
Clerk.

• A Power of Attorney (POA) cannot 
automatically vote for a resident.

• The proxy must be an eligible voter and vote 
according to the resident's wishes.

• LTC staff may be appointed as a proxy but 
homes should carefully consider conflict-of-
interest and undue-influence concerns.

https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/017-9502p
https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/017-9502p
file:///C:/Users/Stephanie%20Ventura/Downloads/9502p_e.pdf


Voting in Long-term Care Homes

• Ontario municipalities are required to provide voting opportunities in 
certain long-term care homes. 

• Municipalities may also offer options such as mail-in voting or internet 
voting depending on local practices. 

The exact voting process will vary by municipality.
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Identification 
Requirements

• Voters must provide proof of identity 
and residence.

• LTC residents may use:

– Home-issued documents

– Resident charts/records

– Wristbands

– A resident list provided by the LTC home

Municipal Elections

Contact the Municipal Clerk if there are 

questions about acceptable identification



Creating a Successful Voting Day

A smooth voting day includes:

• Good communication with the municipality

• Early planning

• Accessibility supports

• Staff awareness

• Respect for resident choice

• A non-partisan environment



For Residents

• Know when voting will occur

• Ask questions early

• Consider what issues matter most 
to you

• Request accommodations if 
needed

• Learn about the candidates in 
your area
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For Team Members

Do:

• Help residents access information

• Plan and assist with logistics (portering, 
signage, reminders…)

• Involve families, friends and volunteers

• Respect privacy and choice

Avoid:

• Telling residents who to vote for

• Influencing voting decisions

• Marking ballots for residents unless 
permitted under local election 
procedures
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Key Takeaways

Residents of long-term care homes have the same democratic right to vote as other eligible 
citizens.

A diagnosis of dementia does not automatically prevent someone from voting.

Municipal elections affect issues that matter to residents.

Prepare early by checking local voting arrangements.

Every municipality may conduct the election differently. Contact your municipal clerk for local 
information and guidance. 
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